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Since the discovery of the Leyden jar many attempts liave
been made to establish an electrical medical treatment.
Discontinuous currents, particularly those furnished by
small induction-coils and magneto-electric machines, are
employed by practitioners to stimulate the nerves in
paralysis and other affections. Electric currents should
not be used at all except with great care, and under the
direction of regularly-trained surgeons. It is not out of
place to enter an earnest caution on this head against the
numerous quack doctors who deceive the unwary with
magnetic and galvanic "appliances." In many cases
these much-advertised shams have done incalculable
harm: in the very few cases where some fancied good
has accrued, the curative agent is probably not magnetism,
but flannel!

The usual pathological dose of current is from 2 to 10
milliamperes. Apparatus pretending to cure, and incapable
of furnishing such currents, is worthless. Continuous
currents appear to produce a sedative effect around the
anode, which is of service in neuralgia and painful affec-
tions, and an increase in irritability around the kathode,
useful in cases of paralysis. The continuous current is
also employed electrolytically to disperse tumours. Alter-
nate currents, and rapidly interrupted uni-directional
currents stimulate the nerves.t* litslslwl
